
First of all I want to thank our 2008 board for all of their hard work.  Being a volunteer has its 
rewards; it has its challenges, and frankly speaking, its frustrations.  Also, to those who have served 
and moved on, my hat is off to them as well. 
 
In the past twelve months we have seen a nearly complete turn over of the board.  With the exception 
of Jill Turman (who we could not do with out) and Jim Masterson, the 2009 ABANA board has 
served one year or less.  For all intents and purposes we are a new board and we are already hard at 
work. 
 
Next on the agenda, I want to thank the 2009 ABANA board for their confidence in me, by electing 
me as your President.  I have made the commitment to my fellow board members and now to you the 
ABANA membership, that in the months ahead I will do my best.  You will be hearing from your 
board, and me about your ABANA, what our challenges are, what our goals are, and what you can do 
as a member to further ABANA’s mission. 
 
I’d like to make a point here.  I have been told that in order to bring back the membership to levels of 
the past (5,300+), ABANA must publish the financial statements for the last ten years. The financial 
statements are available to all ABANA members who ask for them. 
 
Furthermore I have been told that ABANA must admit to the mistakes of the past.  This might be 
true.  I can assure you that your 2008/2009 ABANA board of directors is painfully aware of the past.  
Hopefully we can use these past events to guide our future. 
 
For those of you who care to debate the issues of the past, please consider this, your ABANA board 
is made up of fifteen volunteers from a diverse set of experiences.  ABANA’s past board members 
were too; they did the best job they were capable of; my hat is off to them. 
 
You may be asking yourself, “Where is he going with this”?  If you need an apology, please accept 
this as one.  If you need someone to admit to the past shortcomings of the organization and promise 
to do the right thing in the future, consider this that confession and resolution. 
 
Now moving on as to our future, we have much work to do.  I hope that you will consider rolling up 
your sleeves and join us on the happy road of destiny.  How can you help?  Consider what you can 
offer in terms of time and other resources and contact a committee chair in your area of interest. 
 
In closing, here are just a few of the accomplishments brought to you by your 2008 ABANA board.  
We did a complete revision of the By-Laws, including term limits.  The Members Only Discount 
program was implemented; Constant Contact email system was brought on-line.  The ABANA Trust 
is now on a level footing with three new trustees appointed, thanks to our 2008 president Chris 
Winterstein.  The Health Insurance program was rolled out, and a new Shop insurance plan is coming 
soon!  We relocated the Central Office and contracted with WH&L, a professional management firm.  
Last in the “short” list is………drum roll please…yes there will be a 2010 ABANA Conference!  Set 
your sights on Memphis Tennessee, early June 2010.  It’s back to basics, no frills, but lots of 
educational opportunities, friendship and camaraderie!  The low early registration fee will shock and 
delight you!  Way to go conference committee! 
 
For Love of the Craft,  
  
Rome H. Hutchings 
ABANA President 


